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HAT s the proper length for
the 1ideal motion pleture
play? Perhaps the general

pleture going publle is not con-
cerning Itself particularly with this
question, but it is one which Ia giving
the producer and the exhibltor con-
sderable food for speculation, Look-
ing at the problem both from a com-
merclal and from an artistic point of
view, the men who mnake the pletures
and the men who present them to the
public are striving to arrive at some
nort of standard length which will h
into the greatest number of pro-
grammes, pleasa the Jargest percentage
of patrons and renlize the Iargest
financinl returns without sacrificing to

expediency  the artlstic  treatment
which any good dramatic story de-
porves,

At a luncheon last week 8, L. Noth-
apfel of the Rialto Theatre was asked

Moargaret Morrig,
*The Centu:y Girl”

waAnL L considerod the ideal length of
A mollon pletures,  The man who asked
the guestion was one of the largest
rroducers of motion pletures in the

worll. Mr. Hothapfel replied that hul
thoug!lt present conditions made the
flm of 4,500 to 5.000 feet the best for |
tvery one eoncerned, It was signifi- |
cant that hoe spoke in terms of feet

rathor than recls, for in his estima-

ton, as he

A reel bs nothing bt a device on which
v wind fiim and is no longer to he con-
Elderod as o unit of measurmement,
heartily  wish  that producers |
woild turn their attention scriously ta |
the maling of shorter features,” he
tontinued. *There I8 o wonderful fleld
for the 2000 or 3,000 foot pleture if It
Is made 14 tell a strong story, The
materinl for such pletures should he
andiess.  Thay would boe to plotures |

what the short story Is to fNetlon, The
trouble with ton many

present i thelp tendency to stretch a

3000 foot pleture over 6,000 feet of |

Alm Just tecause they think they can-
nol sell a feature unless it can be ad-
vertised a8 o ‘alx reeler.

“That point of view cannot he main-

RECITALS.

VACHEL LINDSAY, Monday
afternoon at the Princess Thea-
tre, appearing in the series of
literary afternocons, will read
from his works,

NEUHAUS - CLIFFORD—Es-
tella Neuhaus, pianist, and J.
Howe Clifford, md'r, will give a
joint recital at Aeolisn Hall Tues-
day afternoon at 8. including a
rudm’ from Act. V . of Shake-
speare's ‘Cymbeline."”

CHARLES KEELER, poet, will
read from his own poems of
childhood, songs of victory and
hminn from his travels at the

ncesz Theatre on Friday uf-
Linrnnnu.

~

v

hns explained frequently, |
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tgined much longer. Exhibitors are
berinning to learn that It fs strength,
not length, which counts with their
patrons. For my part, I am willing to
pay just as much for 3,000 fect of film,
or even 2,000, as T would for 5.000 or
6,000, provided the story |s forcefully
told and artistically directed. 1t 1
could g*t enough first class short fea-
tures I would gladly try out an entire
programma made up of them, without
a single blg feature to depend upon
for advertising purposes.

“Though most people do not know
it. T am uveing one short featurs ple-
ture each week on my regular pro- |
gramme. It is run only onece a day,
during the performance which begins !
at 4:156 In the afterncon and ends at |
7:20 In the evening. People seem to
like these short ones, and I only hope
that the producers will make more of
thel’l‘l.

"Plctures more than five or six reels
In length are a decided handicap to the
exhibitor (n making up an attractive,
viried programme. [Matrons who enter
the theatre in the middle of a long
feature pleture nor only have to walt a
considerable time before it is over but
they have to wait through all the rest
of the programme in order to see the
first part of the feature and find out
what Is was all about
ple the musica! numbers, the educas
tlonal pletures, the scenle films, the
comedies and the news weekllos are
of jurt ms much mportance as the
|dra|n1|||1r portion of the bill and when
| the exhibitor has a lengthy feature
| pletire on his programme he must
| necessarily siight his other offerings

le
of t]'tee?\f“hlngton ﬁqt are
ayers

i order to glve the requisite number
of performunces which his standard
gchedule calls for,

“I'he |deal entertalnment must have
L variety, It must move swiftly, it must
please the tastes of a8 many people
‘ns possible. Bhort features which tell
| their ftory neatly, directly and without
pandding' are oxtreme.y desirable for
thut reason. Of course the big spec-
theular pilctures which constitute an
entire evenlug's enterthinment are In
|a ¢ss by themsclves and have noth-
Ing to do with what I'm talking about,
but from the point of view of the man
who wants to ralse the standard of
lig programmes to a point where they
will eonstitute an ideal all around two
hours entertalnment the so-called
 ‘multiple reel feature' Is one of the
| grentest stumbling blocks in his path
at the pmcm time."

|
Il THE rnommr LEAGUE,

WQ Stl a4y

;lc!or- Efforts of 'l'lll
sanisation,

The Photoplay League, formed as a
natlonal organization for the encour-
agement of the higher forma of mo-
tion picture art, begnn  actively
Wedneaduy Its work of recommending
pletures which In the opinlon of the
longue should recelve the support of
Lits members and the publie of the
United Htatos.

The first photoplay which will reach
the screen bearing the hallimark of the

New Op-

lengue is the “"Vicar of Wakefield,"

To mauny peo- |

Jorr.
fury

T ot

en

eéirl .

produced oy Pathe-Thanhouser from
Oliver Goldsmith's book. Edwin
H. Blashfield, the president of the
league, announced early on 8t. Valen-
tine's Day the "“Vicar of Wakefiald"
recommendation, and In the evening
Mrs., Marcus M., Marks, a member of
the advisory committee, gave a recep-
tion at her home, 3 East Ninety-fourth
street, at which the ploture was
shown. Those invited were Mr. and
Mrs. Reginald Pelham Bolton, Mr. and
Mrs. Isanc N. Seligman. Mr. and Mrs,
Cornellus  Vanderbilt, Mr. and Mrs.
Waldo G. Morse, Mrs. Philip Lydig,
(‘hurlea Dana Gibson, Justice Edward
i Gavegan and Mrs. Gavegan, Prof.
Henry Fairfleld Osborn and Mre Os.
barn, E. H. Bothern, Miss Julia Muar-
"Iuwe (Mrs, Bothern), Adolph Lewisohn,
I\!r. and Mrs, Frederick Warde, Evert
Innsen Wendell, Mrs. Simeon Ford,

' Misn Anne Morgan, Miss IHelen Varlck |

Bomll Dr. Robert Erskine Ely, Mins |
|llelcn Duey, Mr. and Mrs. Cabot Ward,
Mrs, John Hays Hammond, Dr. and

Owhorn and Mr. and Mra, Cleveland
Dexlige.

part in the pleture, told
Kuesta inleresting stories of the “Inca-
tiona" and other unusunl features of
| the plov, which when it goea forth to
| the puiie will bear the legend: "“This
l Pleture Is Recommended by the Photo-
| play League."”

Edwin H. Blashfield, the world fa-
mous painter, who Is at the head of the

terdny the beginning of the league's
general campalgn, sald:

“Buch pletures alone will be selected
from the relenses of the leading man-
ufacturers as veach the special stand-
ard of the league. The thousands of
members will be notified of these nnd

will approach the loral exhibitors to
insure the exhibition in their towns of
all pletures under the league's au-

splees.

“Munufacturers will by
be encouraged toward the productipn
of a superlor claga of pletures, know-
ing that they will ha ayre of public
support and that mombers of the
league will encourage them and de-
| mand them from their local exhibitors

Laeal exhibltors will be encouraged to !

| hook these pictures knowing that they
| will gecure the patronage of the league
{ andd of the leadng people In their lo-
callty by this means"

Director Frank Lascelles added:

“The league = not concerned with
the so-called ‘uplift, elther of exhili-
itors or the publie.
porsible the producetion of geod ple-
| tures In & profitable way, commoerelally
as well as for entertalnment
catlon.”
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HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE
TURNED AWAY AT
EVERY PERFORMANCE

The Biggest Play of this
Generation Acted by the (real-
est Company of Artists Ever
Organized in the History of
the American Stage.

THE

WANDERER

“dnen lw ‘l-hllrlm \' Bamuels.

Presented u"#n liiots, F. Ray

Comsiock nml M Ciew

Evgs. & Bat. Mat. 980, m 750, 01&81.50
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I!nl..llh\‘l MAT. NEXT THURN,, FEB,
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SPECIAL

Owing Lo |.ie enormous sale, and 1o handle
tha crowds guivkly

3 BOX OFFICES NOW OPEN
figala 8 weeks [n advance. Mall orders Alled.

A

Mra, Bimon Haruch, Willlam Church playing to five cent houses in h:m--!

{ Frederick Warde, who has the chief | untll,
the other | #t the hetter houses, we one day of-

Photoplay lLeague, In announcng yes- |

this meanz '

Tt hopes to mnke |

and edu- | B9

- - il awe Yy outelpsses

| & wonderful symbollie drawing for the

MOVIE BE SHORT OR LONG?

Mr. Blashfield has almost completed ter clasa audience and principally, of

course, by some managers, The
scheme worked. Immediately after
ward we got & job at $30 a week
at Kornhelm's Garden In Hoboken,
where the admission consisted of a
10 coent check, which entitled the
holder to see the show and have two
flasses of beor. Generally after seeing
the wshow he ordered something
stronger than beer.

“Hoon after our engagement At
Kornheim's my brother and I sepa-
rated and I began doing a monologue |
net. For a long time 1 got hookings
nt various dime museums, where 1

league to be used In ampouncing Its
recommendations on the screen, This
will be ready when the “Viear of

Wakefield" is released. \

BERHAB.D’Q mm

Ll Wu Gulm but It Was Sure.

Bam Bernard, the comedlan of
"The Century Girl,"” being in what he
described as an autoblographical mood,
last. Wednesdny “figured up" that in
hlnﬂong career of forty years experi-
ence on the stage he has been the star
of exactly twenty plays burlesque and a vaudeville show six

“There,”” ®#akl Bernard. pausing in|!mes a day—forty-two times euach
the midst of ndjusting the turned up | Week, mind you—in the downstairs
putly nose he wears In the "Baliet! theatre, while the fat ludy, the gentle-
Loose.” *“There, now, that's & curious | MAN with the elongated neck, the baby
thing, Kfter being the star of l‘-..n“-lwl'lll 8ix toes and the Oriental fire-
plays, here | am one of twenty "m“-.-ntrra were being exhibited up stairs.
in this mammoth production. You | "All this time 1 was getting very Iit-
know, If I hadn’t been n theatrical star |le money, but T was getting experience
1 would still have been a headliner |!n how to grow intimate in the shortest

repeated a kind of cross beiween a |

“I remember after playing all the | the Emglish music halle. By this time
dime museums in New York and Bos- | I was getting a very good salary, al-
mth-tlm.lmnmtuthwﬂdolummydma-mom.
a slightly better salary at Coney Island | monologues I had |earned to put over

In the old five and ten cent houses
That was, you ses, because I had al-
ways done my best, regardiess of the
place or the salary,

“Well, to make a long story short,
after my return to America all was
more or less clear salling. I tried out
nome new things at a benefit per-
formance and did a fittls Impromptu
nonsenss stuff which made half a
dozen vaudeville agents offer me forty
week bookings as feature aot, while
At the same time I had all the offers
I wanted for musical comedy produc-
tiona. i

“But If T have always been !dentl-
fled with foolish parts, high class low
comedy, ns my brother used to call it,
belleve me, it Is not because 1 couldn't
piay other parts. It Is my firm con-
victlon that the stuff successful actors
are made of does not limit them to
character roles or comedy parts or
tragedy parts or any other one type
parts. My old friend Dave Warfleld
has proved to all the world that a bur-
lesque actor can wring tears from the

In Btesplachase Tilyou's grounds
Stesplechase was the father of the Mr.
Tilyou we know n in connec-
tion with the laland. Weber & Flelds
were also playing at Coney, but they
were In one of the free showa furnished
in a parf intended to lure basket
parties, while I had progressed to a
ten, twent' and thixt' show, so I no
longer conaldered them In my class,
and used to walk rapldly past them
whenever we met, with my head away
up in the alr and that I quite fa!l to
recognize you glance In my eyes. Lit.
[tle did T dream In those dnys that at
#Foyme future time I was to becomoe stage
munpger and princlpal comedian for
this samo Weber & Flelds,

“It was when 1 got stranded some
months later In Providence, at a mu-
geum there, that 1 Joined my first stock
company. Jerry Cohan, father of Yun-
kee Doodle Georgle M., who was still
a little oy In school then, wns 0 mems-
ber of the same company,

“After that year In stock 1 played
the bad boy In ‘The Corner Orocery

e ——

7

mysslf. Don't mistake this for ege
it s simply that I belleve actors

not speclalists by inclination or b~
cause of Ilimited ability but because
the publlc and the managers seem t4
belleve that this being the age of
specialisation the actor must be res
garded in tho same light as the button

|

They belleve In playing safe. They
know what we can do In one partioular
line, and mso they are afrild to take &
chance on our possible versatility;
You can take it from me, the actor in
generally a far better gamber thafl
the producer of his pluy or the man
out front who comes to sea the play.” .

TRAVEL LECTURES.

URTON HDL‘\!ES-—-—-“TIR
Canadian Rockies” at Carnegle |
Hall this evening and “La Belle 1
France"” to-morrow afternoon.

Profusely illustrated with ple-
tures both moving and colored.
These two appearances close Mr.
Holmes’s New York season.

E. M. NEWMAN—"Japan Te-
day” next Sunday evening and a
week from Mnndaly afternoon at

s\!l USEM E‘t‘l‘n

about eight really good lines, throw |
awny some twenty or thirty type-
written sheets of manuseript and write
the rest of the stuff myself around

i o g

e e e A P A P e P P A

for I'd have gone In for the job of put- | Posalble time with my audience. and | Btore' for Dan Sully, and then I kept | most critical audiences on Broadway. Carnegie Hall Tustrm

ting heads on storfes for some nrwn-}”"‘ abllity to bridge over Introductions, | on getting better and better parta all |1 have always had a sneaking suspi- I'l'lotloen" bleturés amg tecdol::::
paper. Getting the gist out of mm“!su to speak, is one of the most Impor- | the time, until in 1885 | went to London | clon that I could have succeeded as views.

8 what appenls to me. Bome times |tant things for a comedian's success,” 'and had a most successful tour of all | a SBhakespearian actor or a tmoﬂtnn' r
when a fellow writes me & BONK OF AN | A ————— - — — — — — —_— _=‘
act or monologue 1 boll it down tol . AMUSEMENTS, A'TUSEMENTS, | -

l!ﬂ RR‘P\T“

AMERICA’S FOREMOST THEATRES AND) HITS UNDER Tl‘ E DIRECTION OF SAM S. AND LEE S

o |

' UBEF T. INC.

those pithy elght linex or so. "Pon my '

word, T belleve 1 could throw Into one
sentence what some of those journal-
Istic chapa take three volumes to say.
“I glve you my word of honor, [
put Just as much ¢ffort and just ns
much pleasure and gave just as much
of myself in my work back in the old !
days when I first went on the stage at |
the Grand Duke's Theatre as when my |
salary first hegan to go up In the hun- |
dreds. Dick and 1 wers not nearly as | |
ambitious for a hig salary in those |
duys as we were to get a chance to be |
given the ‘once over' by some real |

H'way and 50th 8t
Tele. 2830 Clrele
Evenings at 8

A Stirring
Novelty."
"arrlb

INTRODUCING THE STARTL

manager. | oy p
“Deapite Its aristocratle m'.mdlng! _'buhmurine }'.'I'
name, the Grand Duke's Theatre, the Winter Garden.

whicth stood at the corner of Baxter |
and Worth streets, had ofl lamps for |
footlights and long wooden benches. |
'erhaps one reason [ put my heart |
Into my work was becaume whenever |
I got the least hit discouraged 1 used |
to ook over the anudlence and say to!
myeelf: ‘Better to ba dolng some Tool
stunt up here and getting pald Tor it |
| than to be seated In one of those |

THE

SUNDAY CONCERT
SUNDAY CONCERT
SUNDAY CONCERT

A BIG BILL OF WINTER

INVENTION

WINTER GARDEN

WASHINGTOUN'S BIRTHDAY MATINEE THURSDAY.

is the most impressive apectacle ever staged at
Stephen Rathhun, Ere.

Matinoes
Tursday Thursday
apd Haturday st 2,

| “‘Submarine F-7, |
Timely, Thrilling." |
[ —\ Y. Times, |

ING SPECTACULAR SENSATION

Sun,

NOTICE OF POSTPONEMENT
ALFRED E, HENDERSON

OFFERN y

AN EVENING IN THE TRENCHES"
WITH

ROBERT W, SERVICE

Princess Thentre, Sun., Mar, 4th, 8:530 P.M,
HENEFIT OF AMERICAN RED CROSS

OF HENKRI DE VRLES.
T ——————
SUNDAY NIGHT

SUNDAY NIGHT
SUNDAY NIGHT

"|'||n-| A4th W. of D'way.
Tel. sai0-Breant,  Fwvs,
M5 Mats. Wil & Sat,,

ASHINGTON'S
RIRTIHNBAY

Extra Mat. ™ Thursday

YOUTH AND CHARN
ARM INARN

LIVEL Illlunl(hl!‘!‘l‘
DANCING !i!t”\ IN TOWN, PRET-
TY GIRLS, CLEAN FUN, GOOD
HONGHS, ’
—Charles Darnton, Eve. Warld.

Elisabeth Marbury and Lee
Shubert’'s Model House Party.

GARDEN & OTHER STARS. Neats £2.80, §2, $1. Boxes $35.00 & §18.00

Mall Orders NOW to 1140 Aeollan Hall

| hard, stiff backed benches and giving |

|up five centa for It Five cants, vou
see, was all the house charged for |
admission.

“My hrother and T were a sort of |
Harrigan & Hurt team. We kept on |

ment theatres, side strects near the
olil Bowery and small towns in Jersey, !
not helng able to get o hearing

fered our services for a beneflt per- !
formance, hoping to be seen by u bet- |
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Three Matinees this Week

Thurs.,[Washington's Birthday) and Set.
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PACK UP YOUR
TROUBLES in the
OLD KIT BAG
ND SMILE
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CRAWFORD
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MMER'S Now Mlay

ATRE
A5 ET JUST W OF BROADWAY

NE BRYANT 230 =
S-WED (POPULAR)SAT 315
EXTRA MATINEE THURSDAY

WASHINGTONS BIRTHDAY

OLIVER MOROSCOS Great
Musical Farce with Girls

with TRIXIE FRIGANZA
CHARLES RUGGLES
and HERBERT CORTHELL

[\SELLING OUT AT
EVERY PERFORMANCE

SEATS 10 WEEK S AHEAD

cAbLAMITY,

TaAB™JST.
HONE BRYANT A6

Hme remsing, GO NOW

the season, *-Charles Darnton Ky, W arld
EVES 620 MA T

Een soque Shiing Yol ve neveor
seein In all your life LIy
that production  that

el phone
L Sh ]

3 x4

Thea.. nr. Bwey
414 Bryant. Evenine

Sglhs eNate Weil Thurs & Sat

133rd to 142nd TIMFS

“The Conspicuous Success
of the Season.” ’
McClure's Magazine.

EMMA DUNN
“0LD LADY 31”

By RACHEL CHOTHYERS
The Funniest Man in the
World. 306 Laughs.

MATINEE THURSDAY,
z='1.;§al.‘ﬂil‘0~'l BIRTHDAY.
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